University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

4-8-1999

Pact Promises a Way Out of Haiti's Long Political
Crisis
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Pact Promises a Way Out of Haiti's Long Political Crisis." (1999). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/8543

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 54355
ISSN: 1089-1560

Pact Promises a Way Out of Haiti's Long Political Crisis
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Haiti
Published: 1999-04-08
After nearly 23 months of political chaos, Haitian President Rene Preval and five political parties
signed a pact that could result in the election of a new congress and in the formation of a new
government with some degree of popular support and international standing. The agreement,
however, does not include all parties or even the largest opposition party, which accuses Preval of
setting up a de facto government and fomenting the current wave of violence.
In early March, a group of five political parties committed to "safeguarding democracy" (Espace de
Concertation pour le Sauvegarde de la Democratie) agreed that Preval could name a new Cabinet
and a new Provisional Electoral Council (CEP) so that elections could be held before the end of the
year.
In addition, Preval and the presidents of the Senate and the Supreme Court are to work out a plan
for a government- oversight committee that will act as a check on the president in the absence of
a parliament. All but eight senators were removed in January when Preval dissolved the National
Assembly and proclaimed that their terms had ended (see NotiCen, 1999-01-21). The eight whose
terms have not expired no longer have a Senate in which to sit, but are to serve on the oversight
body.
Some leaders who accepted the pact would only say it was better than nothing. Others, who did not
participate in the agreement, would not go that far. Opposition leader Reynold Georges said the
pact was a nullity because Security Minister Robert Manuel, not Preval, signed the agreement for
the government. Negotiations to prepare for new parliamentary elections bogged down from the
start because of near-irreconcilable differences between the government party Lafanmi Lavalas and
the major opposition party L'Organisation de Peuple en Lutte (OPL).
Prime Minister-designate Jacques-Edouard Alexis announced in February that an agreement was
almost in place, but the talks were set back by the assassination March 1 of OPL Sen. Jean-Yvon
Toussaint (see NotiCen, 1999-03-04). The OPL pulled out of the negotiations, and its absence from
the pact throws into doubt all preparations for the election, expected in November. By mid-March,
Preval had named a new nine-person CEP with representatives from the private sector and the
Espace de Concertation parties.
Evans Paul, chair of the Concertation, said the members of the new council were independent and
respectable. The new CEP will organize parliamentary and municipal elections but must first resolve
the disputed April 1997 elections that led to the present crisis. OPL coordinator Gerard PierreCharles said his party had refused to submit nominees for electoral-council membership and did
not agree with the way the members were appointed. As for the new Cabinet, he said the OPL has
refused to participate and was not interested in knowing who was in it. A "de facto government"
could not organize authentic elections, he said.
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On March 25, Preval formed the new Cabinet, but neither the OPL which had a majority in the
dissolved parliament nor any of the parties who signed the March agreement has representation in
the Cabinet. Human rights groups protest violence Meanwhile, violence continues. A week after the
assassination of Sen. Toussaint, Pierre L'Esperance of the National Coalition of Haitian Refugees
was shot and killed. No suspects have been arrested in connection with either murder.
The Plateforme des Organisations Haitiennes des Droits de l'Homme suspended its operations,
protesting the violence and blaming the Preval government. Josue Metelus, the platform's secretary
general, charged the government with fostering a climate of violence. In recent weeks, humanrights workers have been shot at and harassed. Unidentified assailants fired shots into the house of
an opposition senator, and a bodyguard was wounded in an attack on Alexis. OPL spokespersons
have claimed the party has evidence implicating Lafanmi Lavalas in Toussaint's murder. (Sources:
The Miami Herald, 03/08/99; Inter Press Service, 03/19/99; Notimex, 03/09/99, 03/17/99, 03/23/99;
Associated Press, 03/25/99; Haiti On Line, 03/25/99, 03/26/99)
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